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to  1939,  the  Germ 


an  resi 


dents  of  Bielsko  op 


openly  supported 


Nazi  Germany, 


even  es 


orientated  organisa 


tablishing  their  own 
the  town.  With 


tions  in 


n  1945,  a 


Poland  from  German  °«uP^^ed  t0  Germany 
dents  of  the  town  were  expell^^  ^  1606 


The  town  o 


f  Biala  was 


town , 


bui 


It  to  wi 


thstand  the 


fortifications  wi 


distinctly  Nazi- 
the  liberation  ot 
11  the  German  resi- 


f ortif ied 
th  which  the 


Austrian 


s  had  surroun 


ded  Bielsko  on 


the  o 


ther  side  of  the 


Bialka  river, 


At  firs 


t,  it  was  in 


habited  by  a 


bout  100  fami- 


uooden 


sheds  in  crow 


ded  conditions. 


The 


From  time 


Hes,  all  living  in  w°°°?"  Te  s0urces  of  income.  From  ti 
tridents  did  not  have  stable  so      ^^  sheds  t  tUe 


to 


time, 


fires  would  erupt, 


t,  burning  the  w 


habitants  o 


f  Biala  w 


ould  hav/e  to  rebuild 


the  villages  arou 


ground,  and  the  ^^"^th  century,  a  branch  o 
their  town  again,  [n  >'■'-  ,.,„  ^llaues 

weaving  industry 
Biala,  thus  enabling 


f  the  home 


nd 


/urtr;b.^nt.d...l.P-f-  -;;"-„.„  inc.... 


the  re 


sidents 


to  a  certain  ex 


tent,  by  supply 


lying  the  weavers  w 


ith  raw  mate- 


rials and  marketing 
town,  however, 


their  products 


The  development  of  the 


as  slow 


and  eve 


n  200  years  after 


its  esta- 


blishment , 


t,  its  popu 


lation  numbere 


d  only  1,500  people.  King 


it  the  status 


of  a  ci 


ty  in  1726, 


blisnmem.,  ^.w-  ,-  r  tej  it  the  5um=  "■         further 

Augustus  the  Second  granted  i      of  ^  tQwn       further 


sic  privileg 


y  7  *ncn      ThP  basic  pr iviJ.«=y  =  -j  -■ 
"^^The'situation'took  a  turn   or 


the  better  after  the 


exten 


ded.  The  si 


region  w 


as  incorpora 


lon    ou^n.    -    -    flt         Hungarian    tropin 
ted    into    the    ^stro  y      The    border    b 

._i_„  „f  Dnland  in  ll(*l'      "•■  .  .    ,  _j.._ 


(after  the  firs 


t  division  of  Poland  in 


tween 


the  "two  nei 


ohbouring  towns 


disappeared  an 


d  the  indus- 


ffect  on  the 


trial  growth  o 
developmen 


f  Bielsko  also  had  a  positive  ^  .^  .nhabi. 


tants 


'  -  n!.;/.%rpuirtirncr...;:s ...? 


In  1B70 


tent  to  resemble  l 


[:.;;;  began  t.  -c.rt.H .exten,  ^  -^ 


A, 000  and 
ts  neighbour 


Bielsko, 
and  the  a 


in  terms  o 


f  its  traditi 


if  life, 


dministrative  orga 


rganisation  o 


f  its  institutions, 


twithstanding 
inly  Polish  pop 


no 
ma 
tions 


the  vas 


t  difference  in  n 


ation 


al  origin  o 


f  the 


lation  an 


d  the  structure 


jf  their  occupa- 


Bielsko.  It  is  most  pr 


jbably  that  the 


first  Jews  settled  in 


Bielsko  ir 


the  secon 


d  half  of  the 


17th  century. 


In  1677, 


Bielsko  townspeop 


le  filed  a, complain 


t  to  the  Cieszyr 


ties  about  a 


Jewish  tax 


af  f icial, 


1,  Jacob  Singer 


tied  in 


the  town  despi 


te  the  tradition 


venting  Jews  from  es 


tablishing  permanen 


and  accep 

t  residence  in 


authori- 
had  set- 
epted  laws  pre- 


who 


the 


town 


Their  comp 


laint  was  no 


t  acted  on,  as  the  a 


bove-mention- 


ed  Jacob  apparently. had  rec 
Bielsko  from  the  Prin~<    ■ 


ived  permissio 


n  to  reside  in 


cipality  itse 


If.  In  1695,  another  c 


plaint  wa 


s  filed  agains 


t  this  Jacob.  This 


time  the  towns- 


peop 


le  claime 


d  that  he  had  begu 


to  produce  liquor 


ithout 


licence  an 


d  did  no 


t  even  pay 


According 


to  the  census  o 


the  tax  o 
f  1735,  four  Jewi 


f  the  "protected 


lived  as  perm 
all  the  Jews  o 
subject  to  the  decree 


anent  resi 
f  Silesia, 


dents  in  Bielsko. 


sh  families 
After  the  census, 


in 


eluding  those  o 


f  Bielsko,  were 


tha 


t  only  protected  Jew 


s  we 


re  p'ermitted 


i  ...  ,  .   In  Bielsko,  the  family  of 

to  live  in  the  towns  of  Silasia.  I        ^       nis 
-, k  nin^ps  --  he,  his  marrieu       «,„„„_  family  received 


Joseph  Closes 
vants  --  enjoye 


d  this  privilege. 


The  noses  family  rect 
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permission 


for  permanen 


t  residence  fro.  the  E..1  of  H-u«it«; 


who  ru 


led  the  Bielsko  es 


tate  in  those  day 


s.  The  father  of  the 


family,  Joseph,  serve 


d  as  the  estate-owner 


s  t  a  x  -  o 


f f icial, 


the  Moses  family 


tax-coJ 


,      Juacpn,       -"-- ,_4.__4.  In      time.       tne     I'lOSes      lainx-i./ 

i.1-5!?!  !?.?""  I'pSh   h^neVjoseph's  sons.  EzeKiel 


lame  to  Paneth 


.hanged  ^eir  surnaje   o  «■    •  congregations 

Paneth,  served  as  rabbi  to  sewerai    dually,  and  in  1816,  18 
!=,.,«  spttled  in  Bielsko  only  graaudixy , wD„orthe 


Jews  settled  i 


Jewish 

less,  by  the  m 


families  lived  there  as  permanen 


t  residents.  Neverthe- 


iddle  of  the  1Bth  century,  Jewi 


sh  merchants 


ere  trading  ex 


tensively  in 


Bielsko 


t"".!?1!^    !:irnrThe:eencoUntered    numerous    obstacles    de 


in  woo 


1  an 


d  weaving.  They  en 


ised  by  members  of  the 


Earl's  court:  they  were  subject  to 


time  to  time,  were 


viseo  uy  m.b...w=*-  -•  -■-  taxes  anc),  from  time  to  time,  * 
special  P^ments  and  heavy  =a  b  officials  of 
harrassed  by  member  of  the  Earl  s  court  residing  temporarily 
the  Cieszyn  duchy  »h° /"J  e  y  6  a  a  a  ver  substantial 
in  the  town.  Apparently. ^they  must  *™°    ™he    ueavers>  organi- 

pality  with  the  demand 


pa 
sat 


rt  in  the  wool  trade,  becau 


H-°^?ii-^:-j°„rthiS.^BJ^nslcBep"opvP.«.«cc=;?i"?to 


that  the  ass 


aults  against  these 


ted  their  poper  functioning 


th,  „...„.  th-  crPlr«»  S;.««J  "Tn^'lnus.  in 


Id  even  bring  their  oper 


and  cou 

1769,  the  Cieszyn 

rities  in  the  capi 

author 


S^n7«=".5"-  t^th.  jrd.r.  ffj-th.  »th.; 


tal  of  Vienna,  according  to  w 


hich  the  local 


ities  in  Bielsko  were  c 


anded  to  repeal  the  levy  of 


two  dukats  a  year 


paid  by  the  Jews  who  cam 


e  to  trade  in 


Bielsko,  a's  we 
J  ews . 


11  as  to  cease  a 


11  other  harrassment  of  these 


The  Jewish  populatio 


in  Bielsko  grew  larger,  particu 


larly  since  the  repea 


1  of  the  restrictions  on 


the  right  to 


settle  and  conduct  free  enterprise,  i 


from  1848,  the  year 


>f  "The  Spring  of  Nations 


til  the  Jews  of  the  Austrian 


Empire  were  grai 


ted  full  equal  rig 


hts  in  the  legislation  of 


1B67.  In  the  second  ha 


If  of  the  19th  century,  the  stream  of 

d  substantially,  and 


>"»-■"  -  .  .  1.1.1=  in  Bipiekn  increases  suoswiaioii/i 
Jews  coming  to  settle  in  Bielsko  f-""6^  had  been  in.  .1870 
._  in-in   4.w„<,.  r,,,mhoi-  mas  double  what  it  nao  oeen  ii  ■ 


in  1910,  their  num 
This  was,  of  course, 
particularly  the  acce 


also  the  result  of  local  conditions, 
lerated  industrialisation  of  the  town, 


hich  facilitated  the  rapid  econor 


ic  stabilisation  of  the 


Jewish  settlers. 


Althoug 


h  the  first  Jews  in 


Bielsko  ha 


d  dealt  in  property 


leaseholds  and  monetary  matters,  by  the  beg 


beginning  of  the  19th 


century,  mos 


t  of  their  dealings  were  connected  to  the  weaving 


industry,  principally 


lly  in  the  supply  of  raw  ma 


terials  and  dis- 


tribution o 

pora 


f  the  finished  produc 


t.  The  Jews  were  fully  incor 


ted  into  the  weaving  industry  o 


ly  in  the  second  half  of 


the  19th  century,  especially 
the  pioneers  in 
Emil  Schorr, 
four  of  the 
number  gre 


lly  at  the  end  of  the  century.  Among 


,  the  textile  industry  were  Leopold  Popper, 
David  Baum,  Tugenthat,  Brull  and  Gros.  In  IBfJ 
31  industrialists  in  Bielsko  were  Jews.  Their 


substantially  from  1879  on 


Jews  owned  tens  more  smaller-sea 


le  textile  plants.  It 


should  be  pointed  out,  however,  that  there  was  no  comparison 


between  the  extent  of  production  ir 


even  the  largest  plants 


owned  by 


Jews  in  Riplsko  and  in  thoseownec 


At  that  time,  ?i?e-indus 
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tries  of  the  w 


eaving  industry 
tablished  for  manu" 


f  ac- 


also  eve 
turing  weaving 


tnai.  bo....-,  ---    ni-nts  were  estaDiisneu  .  ^  

Ived  in  Bielsko.  Pla ■"*  ""__      g  ^  accessory 


m 


achines, 


engines,  spare  p 


products , 


but  the  share  of  the 


Jews  in  these 


industries  was 


minim 


al. 


industries 


Apart  from  the  weavin 


ing  industry, 


there  were  also  other 


owned  by  lews  --such  as 


FrSnkel  and  Gros's  drinks 


factory, 


Pollak's  large 


factory  for  screws  an 


d  nails,  the 


Deutsch  Bro 


triers'  factory. 


"LENKO1 


for  linen  manufacturing, 


and 


the  Goldberg  Brother 


'  brush  factory, 


hich  was  the  sec- 


,d  largest  in 


the  w 


hole  of  Poland  in 


the  period  between 


the 


two  World  Wars.  participated  in  trade.  It  is 

The  Jews  of  Bielsko  also  P^ticip         but  a;s0  hun- 


signif ican 


t  that  not  only 


ly  the  business  owners. 


dreds  o 


f  their  employees 


(clerks  and. shop 


assis 


tants)  were 


jews  who  made  an  honou 


r^able  living  from 


their  wo 


rk. 


The  Jewish  populatio 


of  Bielsko  wa 


s  known  also  for  its 


high  percentag 


e  o 


f  income-earners 


ho  were  members  of  the 


liber 


al  professions 


.-  un 


til  World  War  I  and  even 


thereafter 


and  who  consti 
the  town.  Half  o" 


tuted  the  majority  o 


f  these  professi 


on 


als  in 


f  the 


doctors  were 


Jewish  and  a 


lmost  all  the 


lawyer 


:.«,¥  ti„  t..ch.r..  j--... :..»«:i;:vi,h 


taries  and  -the  like  ir 


the  town,  the  percentage  o 


Until  World  War  I,  there  were 


few  Jewish  factory-owners. 


Mos 


t  emigrants  from 


the  Congress 


t  of  the  3ews  were  recent  ^migi  -... 


3f  the 


kingdom  of-Poland  and  were  co 


settlement  as 


likely  candidates 


beginning 
founded 


f  the  20th  century, 


In  view  o 


f  its  profession 


'for  charity  support.  At  the 
f  factory-owners  was 
ture  and  the  vast 


a  union  o 


al  struc 


amount  of  available  income, 
Was  considered  a  thriving  i 
ty  predominating  among  the  Jews 
Bialka  river 


the  Jewish  population 


f  Bielsko 


sle  of  plenty  i 


the 


sea  of  pover- 


>f  Galici 


a  living  beyong  the 


As  in  "the  other  towns  of  Austrian 


Silesia, 


jnity 


irganisation  was  se 


t  up  in  Bielsko 


as  we 


a  Jewish  com- 
11.  Its  tasks 


were 


an 


determined  main 


ly  by  the  decre 


s  of  the  Emperor 


of  1752 


to  limit  the  popu- 


re  oeiBiunii"  ■• —•       :.     dprrees  was  to  in»n.  <-■■>-  r- 

d  1781.  The  intent  of  thes-  decrees    ^  restrict  the 


lation  increase  o 


f  Jews  in 


the  country. 


intern 


al  organisation 


in  terms  of  religi 


s  rituals,  and  to 


duct  civilian  reg 


con 

for  tax-co 

ties  in 

szyn. 


egistration, 


hich  also  served  a 


s  the  basis 


.Election.  The  urn 

the  area  was  the  "Judenscha 


brella-organisation 


of  the  communi- 


The  Jewish  population 


ft",  in  the  city  of  Cie 
subject  to  the 


in  Bielsko  was 


ity  of  this  umbre 


authori 

law  proclaiming 


lla-organisation  un 


til  1865,  when  the 


Bielsko  was  e 


the  independence  o 
stablished.  However, 


f  the  Jewish  community  in 
the  needs  of  the  growing 


population  from  the  pu 


blic  and  religiou 


exceed 


ed  the  boundaries  of  the  legal" 


s  institutions  had 
strictions  even  before 


the  independent  community  was  es 


tablished.  In  1828,  permis 


sion  was  gran 
prayer , 


ted  to  the  community  to  e 


stablish  a  house  of 

rchased  and  regis- 


yl  •   Tnil   a  olot  of  land  was  purcnaseu  a.m  *»»- 
and  ln_1B31.  ^plot^or^  ^  ^  ^  q 

ly  a  few  years  later,  me 


tered,  in  accordance 
gogue  which,  however. 


jith  the  law,  1 
was  built  only 


street    on    w 


hich    the    synagogue    w 


as  built  was  c 


ailed  "Tempel 
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*.  -  of  the  Jewish  settlement.  A  feu 
strasse"  and  became  the  centre  of  th.  ^ecrated.  Du,ing 
years  prior  to  1848,  the  "^ery  w       free  themselv/es  of 
Ihose  years,  the  Jews  of  Bielskojrie   ^  ^^  t^n    Qnce  fchB 


those  ye 


the  yoke  of  the 


brella-organisation 


flict  became  a  subjec 


con 

At  last,  in 


t.  for  non-Jewish 


legal  arbitration, 


1848,  the  Jews  of  Bie 


lsko  succeeded  in  obtaining 


ecessary  permi 


the  n 

the  independent  community  i 


t  to  conduct  the  Jewish  civi 


ilian  registra- 


d,  the  establishment  of 


the;;;  and  in  1861   as  ment  oned    ne  "J""—^  first 

•  _-i „H  =  n4-     r-nmmumtV     in     OIBIsmj     ui«     k  ,,_4-q     ,,,  =  = 


commu 
gran 


nity  counci 


1  was  elected  in 


1872.  The  right  to  vote  was 


ted  to  68  home-owners, 


s,  each  of  whom  pai 


d  a  five-florir 


communi 
tion 


participated  in  the  elec 


„ty  tax.  In  1855,  11 1  .  voters  P"  "lp    "p   ticipa  - 

to  the  community  """^n8"^  '^"ne^ar!  Korn 
T_  iqoi   fho  new  "Tempel  ,  oesigneu  uj       „„„_ 


ted. 


In  1881 ,  the  new  "Temp 


Building  a 


d'Architecture  Company,  was  bui 


It.  It  was  construe 
largest  and 


buiioiny  =■■'«  "*- ■■-- --:  R,  ,    and  was  one  or  tne  ii'y»'  -■- 
ted  by  Emanuel  Rost  of  Bial a,  ana  w         Austrian  Silesia, 


most  magn 


ificent  structure 


s  of  its  kind  in 


perhaps  l 


the  entire 


Empire.  By  1909,  a 


"Community  House 


ilt.  It  housed  a  spaciou 


in 


is  bui 

addition  to  the  o 


s  hall  for  pu 


blic  meetings  ano, 


nd, 


f?ices  on  the  ground  f  1°"  •  a  "mm^ 


al 


kitchen  for  Jewi 


sh  high-schoo 


1  students,  particularly 


for 


those  a 


ttending  the  technical  school 


One  of  the  community 


ity's  oldest  institutions 


jr  Holim"  ("Visiting 


the  Sick")  Society,  foun 


jas  the 
ded  in  1868. 


'Bik- 


The  image,  functioning 


and  organisation 


>f  the  community 


Bielsko  was  determ 


ined  by  the  origins  o 


f  the  population  as 


jhole,  its  soci 
lved  there.  The  majon 


al  composition,  and  the  way 


if  life  that 


evo 
regions  o 


ty  of  the  Population  came  from  the 


f  the  Austrian  Empire 


(Moravia,  Hungary, 


Slovakia) , 


jr  from  Germany,  a 


d  the  minority  from 


Galicia  or  Congress 


Poland.  Most  main 
strong  sympathy 
modern 


tained  a  pro-Aus 


trian  orientation  and  a 


ith  German  culture  and  the  way 


f  life  of 


German  Jewry.  A  minority  of  the  Jews  o 


f  Bielsko  adher- 


ed to  traditional  Judaism  i 
they  built  a  synagogue 


the  East  European  style;  i 


1B70 


for 


Polish  House  of  Prayer 
In  settling  i 


h    a    few    stages:    a 


themselves    which    they    called    the 
:  illsko    and    adapting    teethe    place.^the 

id  to 


^.tv/i^y,';. "  : ... c.i;ci. ..uij u.u.ii?>s 


throug 

stay  in  the  company  o 

lish"  synagogue.  After  a  w 


t  first,  the  emigrant  wo 


f  his  compatriots  an 


d  pray  in  the  "Po- 


hile,  however,  when  he  was  economi 


cally  e 


stablished  and  began 


to  experience  a  growing 


desir 


e  to 


t's  majority  population, 


oe  included  among  the  settlement  s  ^cn     v^"- ^ 
hie  descendants  would  transfer  to  x.ne       i«=  p — 


he  or 


his  descendants  w 

German  society.  The  matters  o 

lsko  were 


f  the  Jewish  population 
determined  by  the  wealthy  and  those  w"' 


in  Bie- 
ith  academic 


qualifications,  who  main 


tained  their  German 


affiliations. 


Needless  to  say,  control  of  the  community  coun 


cil  also  lay 


the  hands  of  these  me 

In  accordance  with  the  law, 


the  rabbis  who  served  the 


Bielsko  community  were  "sermomsers 


jith  academic  degrees. 


The  first  rabbi  was 
1870.  In  1875,  Dr 


Dr. 


Frankfurt,  who  w 


as  appointed  in 


Kurrein  rep 


1895,  when  he  mov 


ed  to  Breslau.  The  office  w 


til 
as  then  filled 


laced  him  and  served  un 
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ho  served  ui 


,til  1939.  The  ser 


noniser- 


by  Dr.  in.  Steiner,  who    ^   achers  of  the  Jewis 


h  faith"  for 


rab 
Jewis 


bis  also  serv 


h  students,  both  in 


the  school  for  Jewis 


h  children  a 


nd 


Is 


in 


the  public  schoo 
The  orthodoxor 


traditional  mi 


iority  foun 


d  it  difficult 


to  appoin 


t  an  offici 


al  rab 


bi  to  serve  their 


A  ra 


because 
bbi  was  appoin- 


community , 


of  the  requirem 
ted  to  serve  them 


ent  o 


<    an  ^^^was' Rabbi  Nenachem  Nendel 


only  i 


1900.  This  was 


Stern 


hose  officia 


1  position  was 


that  of  judge 


issessor  . 


ST.;  f «■«», ":•.;."'•  " 


bbi  of  Jaworzno 


and  serve 


d  as  rabbi 


in 


Bielsko  u 


til  1928 


listic  pro-Aus 


trian  stream  was 


Until  the  1890s,  the  legalist-  ^—"7^  population  o 
Until  tnc     ...1.1..1  scene  or  tne  -j  <=  .   nene 


prominen 


t  on  the  po 


litical  scene 


social-spin 


tual  life  and  the  g 


ene- 


the  population 


proniincMv  -■■  ..    sociai-^K-"* .  ,,   4-hp  nODUiat 


•al  public  le 


nation, 


e  to  emulate  the  German     -  -   ;„  peopie 
e  .    ^j  4-„  thp  "Jewish  ran."  .     ,,;eHc 


strove 

they  belong 


later  assem- 


to  the  "Jewi 


•Union" , 


hich  was  the 


legalistic  assim 


ila- 


Urnt°y  or  .oci.l  ciub   TJ-S-b   »d-r,d  to  guestio 
1  *•>  j  j_  niolsko  in  vnB  i  u-       i,.cinpn.  In 


bled  around  the 

tors'  pa 

thencontrol  exercis«;;i  oy  p  — ousnipn  )  organi 


les  and  organisa- 


hich  emerged  in 


Bielsko  in 


d  by 


this  m 


ouement  an 


d  its  spokesmen 


In 


Lsation  was 


1896,  the  "Chewrussa 


comprising 


the 


students  a 


d  graduates  o 


f  the  technica 


founded , 
1  school. 


Initially,  the  mem 
cultural  and  publi' 
tivi 
Zioni 


bers    o 


f    the    "Chewrussa 


jere    inv 


olved    in 


matters, 


an 


d    after    a   few    ye"5; 


ties  "took    on    a    Zion 


1st    bue.    Also    in 


1B96,     the    l 


their    ac- 
litial 


st    circles    uni 


ted  to  become 


the  "HaShachar 


("The  Dawn") 


organisation 


In  1906,  thi 


is  organisation 


had  92  members, 


d  to  distribute 


manage 

to  the  Jews  o 

Zion 

Zion 


bout  300  Zioni 


t  Organisation 


who 
shekels 


f  Bielsko. 


ist  orgamsa 


tion  in 


The  "HaShachar"  became 
Bielsko  and  continue* 


the  largest 
d  its  diverse 


ist  activi 
The  speci 


ties  un 


til  1939 


fie  n 


ature  o 


f  the  Jewi 


Sh  populatio 


n  o 


also  foun 


d  its  expression 


in  the  area 


of  educatio 


f  Bielsko 
and  cul- 


ture . 


While  those  who  soug 


ht 


the  traditioi 


al  education  - 


and 


t  their  children 


to  one  o 


f  the 


few  "che- 


they  were  f ew  --  sen ^  ^      schools,  con 
_, i!   +he  reliQious  element  J  .. t-^nk    nr 


ducted  in  the 


ders' 
town, 


the  religi 


the  major 


ity  of  the  popu 


lation  took  pride  in 


the  sc 


hool 


for  Jewis 


h  children  that  .as  typica 


1  of  German  Jewry, 


d  in  Bielsko  mi 


blishe 

five  classrooms, 
tablished  in 


1865.  Initially 


this  was 


»sta- 
a  school  of 


funded  by  the  commun 


ity. 


In  1872,  it  was 


es 
recogn 


its  own 


building  and  in  1_877  was  o 


ff  ici 


ally 


ised    by    the 
ects    --    for    iflhic 
Classes    w 
jell    as 


authorities. 


In  addition  to  g 


h  the  language 


of  in 


struction 


al  sub- 
jas  German 


ener 


ere  also  given  in 


principles 


)f  the  religi 


on' 


as 


closed  on 


the  Sabbath 


.,        .   5SI.h    P^«:    TheInSCthhOe°1880Ss.C    hrnu^ber  '"of    students 
d    for    Jewish    holidays.    In    the    1 88       ,  f  d    to    send 

the    school    decreased.--    their    p  schools,    end    there 


at  the  sc 


's  public  and  higr 


lue    children  to  the  town's  P       -»     children   Fro. 

i.  rt  nns  on  accB(jn"a      i_-h  h«  the  m 


1901 


re  no  restrictions  on 


as  supervised  by  the  mum 


ci- 


is.'.."*..! "«  "-^  ;!:i}":n.rbii=  .cniruthi  ;«■:• 


pa 
long 


lity  and  became,  in 


fact,  a  pu 


er  closed  for 


the  Sabba 


th  and  the  subjec 


t  of  religion  was 


restric 


ted    to 


^„     ,»..riv    of     thewra 


t  ;«■„    nf    the    Jew^h 


religion 


Nevertheless,  mos 


t  of  the  students  were  Jews 


f  Bielsko  was  on 


e  of  the  pioneers 


The  Jewish  P°P^^"In  of  the  country.  In  1897   the 


of  Jewish  sport  in 
"Maccabi"  sports  c 
was  par 


this  region 


lub  was  es 


tablished.  Its  gymn 


sties  section 


ticularly  prominen 


t.  The  "HaKoach"  c 


lub  was  founded  in 


1906,  and  in 
period  betwee 


time  became  on 


e  of  the  largest  in 


the  two  World  Wars:  1 


Poland  in  the 
embers  in  the 


arious  sections. 


The  declared  aim 


t  had  400  m 
,f  both  these  clubs  wa 


first  pu 

the  influence 


rely  "physi 


cal  education",  but  in 


f  the  Zionists  and  Zionis 


the  course  o 
became  evident, 


at 

f  time, 


As  mentioned,  the 


Jews  of  Bielsko  enjoye 


of  having  a 
education  ar 
lawyers,  the  large 


high  percentage 


of  the  population 


d  the  advantage 
iith  a  higher 


STib«-r  professions;  apart  from _ 
ber  of  Jewish  teachers  i 


doctors 


and 


num 


the  public 


gy 


mnasium" 


nasium"  was 
taught  almos 


deserves  men 
founded,  and  unti 


tion.  From  1878.  when  the  local  "gym- 


1  1914,  17  Jewish  teachers 


t  all  the  subjec 


ts  of  instructio 


sh  intelligentsia  if 


of  renown. 


To  name  jus 


Bielsko  nurtured  scien 

t  a  few:  Sigmund  Fuchs,  a  p 


there.  The  Jew- 
tists  and  writers 


rof essor 


at 


the  Agricultura 


1  University  o 


f  Vienna;  Sigm 


id  Zeisler,  pro- 


fessor of  me 


dicine  in  Chicago; 


Professor  Leo  Kelner,  a  spe 


the  study  of  the 


English  langu 


age  at  the  Umver-_ 
specialist  ir 


ciaiist  in  lmc  =.uu^,  -•        SQ,.r.=n-ri  r.pioer.  a  specian=> 
sity  of  Czernowitz;  Pro  essor  Bernard  ^eiger,^ 


Sanskrit  at  the  Univ 


ersity  of  Vie 

tive  of  Borislav  in 


East  Galicia) 


Michael  Berkowitz  U  nat1^  °T  °uxin  „  „a  '  I  vr  i"  .  He  came  to 
unn,n  for  his  "ticlss  publishsd  in   H.tIvrXhB  „Judenstadt 


Vienna  in 


1893  and  a  y 


d  as  Herzl's  Hebrew  sec- 


I„t.H.bj..  f...  b.z.  H...i.n-  ..«■;»»;  'in\;r.;irgh 


retary . 


From  1911  to  1934  he  taught  r 


schoo 


1  of  Bielsko 


Jewish  population  wen 


- €  °:" -- ^rMo^r^nr  r;  - 


called  up  for  army  service. 


tism  and  not  a  few  o 


f  the  soldiers  were  prai 


fighters  who  fell  in  battle 


r  did  not  pass  the 


sed  as  devoted 
Jews  of  Bielsko 


The  ravages  of  the  war  dio  "«  P«»  * V ;  ^  fche  econ0my, 
:hey  suffered  from  the  Partial  paralysis  or 


by  L 

the  scarcity  of  food,  etc 

nation  towards  the  idea  o 


At  the  end  of  the  war,  anin 


f  Zionism  took  s 


hape,  principally 


sts  initiated 


■  ■-»-—■- T       1  n-i  o    ancj    in    1920,     the    aoiuaio    j.  ■.  j.  ...■.- - 

^"SsexfiefsnUfsori^rin^rosi    to   deter    pot.nti.l.rlo 
ters    agai 


XT^.™!  ™.  .'  rl=Un0  in  .....  of  ^  |  • 


d  Poland  had  reache 


d  Bielsko.  In  1918,  the 


Tehiya"  Zionist 


rganisation  was  founded.  It  was  compo 

• r- *-  ^  ^  ,,  _  r-.i.i  n  o  r  Q   Ann   a 


sed  of  clerks,  shop- 


assistants 


inor  factory-owners  and  a  few  o 


"I,,,   Tne  "Emunah"  corporation  resumed  its  ac 


f  the  intelli- 
tivities  in 
).  This 


at  the  initiative  of 


organisation  had  been  founded  in  Vienna  at  tne  "iw-^«  - 

„L..ir  ,t,.rients  from  Bielsko  studying  at  the  University  o 


academic  students  from 

Vienna.  The  contribution  of  the  foun 


ders  of  this  organisa- 


tion 


to  the  Jewish  nation 


al  life  of  Bielsko  w 


as  of  great 


importance 


Biala, 
tablishment  in 


The  first  Jews  settled  in 


Biala  in 


1600.  With  its  es- 


1669,  the  king  gra 


ited  Biala  the 


right  of  "de 


toler.n-dis  Judals",  accord?-  *»  -^h  .TP-a  .ere  not 


In  1 


764,  there  were 


only  f°ur 


allowe 


d  to  se 


ttle  inthe  to.n   in  -o.Uin        f 


1765 


Jewish  fami 


lies  there. 


The  num 


on. 
town  un 


There  are 


no  sig 


ns  o 


f  permanen 


til  its  ann 


exation, 


tog 


t  Jewish  re 
ith  the 


ther  w 


sidence  in 
other  towns 


the 
of 


ttle  Poland, 


Li 

during 


to  Galicia 


and  the  Aus 


the 


first  y 


jars  o 


f  Austrian  ru 


trian  Empire, 
le  the  ban  on 


While 
the  resi- 


Biala  was  up 


held,  they 


chose 


to  settle  if 


sh  se 


ttlement  ev 


the 
ol- 


ved,  the  main  »ource       ta-i-h  indu.tri.l  t 


ve 
Biala. 


In  1809,  the 


Biala  ai 
,f  the  woo 


in 


,d  foun 


ded  a  te 


xtile  factory 


1  an 


d  cloth  m 


erchants  i 


Biala  we 


re  Jews. 


banning 


Jewi 


sh  re 


sidence  in 


the  town  wa 


s  revo 


ked  ir 


k  was  municip 


The  decree 

1850,  and 

ally  incor- 


th.  .".»!■  J!  IT'S  its  iubu*.;  «PR.«* 


in  the  same  year,  <->  became  one  ot  x-  their 

i"  ctpd  into  the  town  ano         tnere  at  the  u   - 


rated  in 
tely  120  Jew 


po 

ma 

commune 

tution  common 

Galicia. 


sh  fami 


lies  live 


tion  being 


i'  commu 


nity 


counc 


il' 


insti- 


ity  organisation^  ^ 


.ties  o 


f  the  towns  in 


to  all 
In  the  secon 


d  half  o 


f  the 


19th  century, 


the  number 


st  as  the  town  i 


tself 


,f  Jews  living 


in 


Bia 


1-  "oublad,  but  jusi^  B.alka  ri,er, 


was  ove 
such , 

ue 
pu 


rshadowed  by 


its  neighbou 


r  across 


th  the  Jewi 


h  populatio 


its  de- 


hbouring  po- 


ci i.Ko  rase  witn  '-""         7   f  ikp  neiQnDUU1  x  y  r 

t0°'  -V,S:  dvnamic  than  that  of  the  ""J  ^ 


lopment.was  less   ynan,^^  ^  t     Q1  ^ 

,_lation  m  Bie^*°erent.  The  Jews  of  ^fi* subsequently  ,  the 
-"^^choslovakia  and  Blow,  ^^latter  adhered 


come 


w 

to 


from  Czec 


aue  of  settlers  c 


ame  from 


Eas 


t  Galic: 


the  traditio 


al  way 


f  life 


an 


d  behaviour 


that  was  wide- 


hou 


t  the  Jewi 


sh  communi 


ties  o 


f  Galic 


ia. 


The  pro- 


h  population  o 


unread  ttirouyn^"  -■■    ..   Jewish  popui»"-  «,„«-♦•  n 
Sessional  structure  of  the  J^  b  no8t  o 


f  Biala,  too, 


f  the  for- 


ma 


s  differe 


,t  from  that  o 


"«,"""    rS're    successful   wou 


r  plant-ow 


ners,  an 


d  those  whose 


*  ""^U.^ould  usually  move 


to  Bielsko  anc 


businesses 


becom 


iii  i 


e  integr 


ited  in 


the  way 


f  life  there 


Such  was  the  case 


f  the  profession 


al  m 


1th  the  members  of   -^a  wouid  try  to  emu 


hile 
late  their  nei- 


telligentsia; 


those  that  rem 
ohbours  across 


ained    in 


the    river 


ity    counc 


il    in 


Biala    was 


■  lected    ir 


it       The    ultra- 


1875.    Its 


™/£»SSn .«  J.-'SSS'SSi- 5.2S-E- 


continued  to  assem 


n    disbanded.    Dr. 


orthodox,    ^errwhCich    haTnot,    as    yet,    been    -»-  ity 


jation 


counc 


il' 


than    Glazer    wa 


Na 

and  ser 


s  elec 


ted  the  offici 


1  rabbi 


zed  in 


this  o 


ffice  un 


to  be  satis 


f  ied 


it  first, 


til  1918.  The 
ith  the 


ffice  o 


ltra-orthodox 
f  religi° 


had 
s    court 


judge 
Admorei 
office    o 


In  1879, 


9,  Rabbi  Aharon 


Halberstam, 


descendan 


t  of  the 


f  Santz, 


as  appointe 


d  to  fill  the 


(-in!nt^lSHe  served  until  1939  an 


d  died  l 


the 


f  rabbi-j 


jdge  . 


the  enlightene 


d  (a  "Tempe 


1") 


offlce  ox  ^»"n-   gue  for  the  en   9    "   e  congregation. 
Holocaust.  A  syn  g  y   bi.serm0niser  led  z  synagog 


jhere  the  offici 


al  rabbi 


Biala.  There  w 


ere  a 


few  other  sy 


ues 


als0^a!-f°U?nedthen»TerPei".  and  even 


some  Hassi 


dic  "Shtib- 


in 
lach" 


additio 


n  to  the 


thodox  strong- 


ho 


If,  relative 
Id,  compared  to 


to  Bielsko.  Biala  was  an  o.^^  of 


the  other  communi 


ties  on 


-10- 


during 
ginning 


the  Au 


strian  peri 


od  i 


jar 


jf  the 


20th  century. 
-s.  Indeed, 


_ticularly  ir 
'accelerated  in 

two  sep 


19th  and  be- 


the 

the  perio 


d  between 


eparate  municipa 


lities  con- 


two  commu 


nity 


»  '■» -".;?.?■  ."„;  I""".; '-"s.rKi'iir.'.ich.r  =s  « 


tinu 


ed  to  exi 


counci 


is  continue 


d  to  function, 


but  the  res 


hard  presse 

ties 

lie, 


d  to  distingui 


sh  betweer 


and  separa 


te  the  activi 


s  their  po 


litical,  soci 


ial,  pub- 


ties  were 


s«> ^?u.i-.u.Q„2";u".r =ia-«s  -r.uni1".-  «- 


cultural, 


,elfare  a 


tertwine 


ost  pa 


in 

for  the  m 

but  despite  the 

lish  Jewry, 

lation  per 

Wars: 

resem 

Biala. 
ttempts  to  emu 


d.  The  documen 


tation  o 
corded  even 


:t  re 
increasing 


f  the  period, 
ts  as  occuring 


mair 
in 


Isko-Biala, 


Bie 
fluence  o 


f  Po- 


the  uniqueness  o 


^ificati°A°Lri  each  Jewish  popu 

the  two  World 


f  each  tow 


sisted  even 
tne  Jewish  pop 


during  the  P 


erio 


and  eac 
d  betweer 


lation  o 


f  Bielsko  continue 


d  to  strongly 


ble  Germ 


an  Jewry, 


wi 


th  only  slight 


differences, 


jhile  in 


the  Jewis 


h  populatio 


remain 


ed  Galician, 


despite  its 


late  the  n 


eighbouring 


iod  betwee 


the  two 


Bielsko  populatio 
World  Wars, 


Bielsko's 
all  over  Galicia 


S±S±2fc£;  attraction  to  ^wish  emigrants  from  a,^^  ^ 
??""  °'  throughout  Poland  whe > 


to  settle 


d  even  throug 


an 

dimini 

changes, 


Sh.  Hoever, 
,en  subs 


during  the  perio 
tantial  changes. 


d  in  question, 


there  were 


in 


the.  oc 


cupations  o 


Jewish  providers 


With  the 


ew  emig 


igration 


to  Bielsko, 


f  the 

the  num- 


erchan 


ts  and  even  pe 


dd- 


Jewish  P«v—   iness-owners,  minoi  '"-*;■'-  3ewish  intelli- 
b"S  °J,lZ\ta   UwhileSthe  Percentage  of  the  J..I.  he 


tsia. employe 


lers 
gen 

municif 
town , 
Jews  in  g 
clerks  i 


iultiplied, 


d  in  governm 
decrease 


ent  mini 


stries 


d.  The  policy 


)f  Polanising 


the 


5!"ai  as'he  Polish  governmen 


t's  policies 


towards  the 


as  we 


1  0f  Jews  employ 


ed  as 


1,  led  to  the  dismiaaai  o;^n 


Jews 


eneral , 
the  minis 


tries  during 


i     arceDted    as    employee 
^.nfducateePd3ews    could    hope 


s  in  in 


stitutions 


at  all.  At 


for  empldymen 


t  only 


the  Jew- 


best,  educ 
ish  sector 


As  a  re 


suit  o 


f  the  increasing 

anisation  on 


paganda  a 


d  the  Ctypto-N."  «g.  x^-^  and  G    an  r 


lation, 


the  relatio 


1S  between  the 


sly  been  norm 


ffect  of  Nazi  pro- 
the  German  popu- 

n  residents, 
riously  un- 


al,  were  se 


sed 


relations  that  had  previa  2terloration  of  relation  ^  ^ 


ed    in 


dermin 
damag 
mans 
nisations    ca 


the    1930s 
ly    to    Jewi 


sh 


trade  and  manu 


facture,  whi 


the  right-wing 


Polish  orga- 


e  mainiy  v.^  -■ since  the  rig.""----"*  _   Tn  -1034 

boycotted,  the  more  so^s^nc^^^  j„  1834 


lied  for  a  g 


the  region 


al  ministry  1 


issued  an  ir 


struction  r 


estricting  P 


id- 


ling 


n  Bielsko 


the  on 


ly  peddlers 


jere  Jews 


families  were  left  w 


ith  no 


source  o 


f  income. 


omic 


inc 


f  1929-1930  can 


»d  great  damag 


and  many 
severe  econ- 
to  the  weaving 


The 


factories  owne 


d  by  the  Jews:  pro- 

u    '  • «1   mar. 


£.«"»;  »"/r*ia".'n-,st.ut"uti»: ,-i  -s."°r.:" 


duction  dec 
ket  shrank. 


lined  by  40*  an 


The  freeze  an 


d  the  sharp  drop 


narketing  resu 


lted  in  the  dismis 


causing  soci 


al  unre 


st,  strikes 


sal  of  wor 
nd  mass  demon 


in  productio 

kers  and  clerks, 

strations,,  in 


Lch  Jewish  par 


ticipation  was 


substantia 


1.  Throughout  the 


the  Jews  o 


f  Bielsko  faced 


T.TJ  u:..s  ;  « •  *?«  s.J-.fV»«»"d  — 38"8 


;;.  pr.-.i..  °r -•»»i°rf"; :«...«« 


jho  had  come 


to  Bielsko  from 


It  should  be  pom 


ted  out,  however, 


that  the  Jewi 


sh  indus- 


4-=    hv    nranting    •*■     r.„_j.r,i-\/-ouiners    juj-'  .,     then,    tney    ■•» 

f^W-V"   3e.isH/-tory    producers    (u^ta^h^.  lish 

^H^trialists).    in   »ie  V^SlJisn   Merchants    in    B^ 


i 


of   deposit    in   tn.  totallea   1|T;?,k0   »«rs   »1«°  V^rfthe 

or9ani=.d.  Th.r.  »;5(»B"iidin9  F«n°"f '5„i;c.d  rtudlw  •" 

ssmke: •ni.ttnty  sit "«*  "oU«.  -ts     „gani 
"•-  r.  aaayss^a-  ..r.r.-to'^tr.rtn1.;,1.: 


-12- 


garden  ir 
the  commun 


the  "Zigeunerwald"  near 


Bie 


lsko.  Eighty  children 


ity's  poor 


acatione 


d  there  every  year 


In  1937, 


for  the  aged  was  laid;  among 


the 


the  cornerstone  of  the  home  ror  ^  home>  B      d 

j =  i„hn  contributed  to  the  toumuj.  y      ,,„m_n  volunteers 


donors  who  contri 
Klinger  was  prominen 
in  Bie 


t.  The  organisa 


tion  of  women  volunteer 
lected  children, 


omen  in 


l»k0.-"_2n^^  hmatt   Ss.°anndewasCparticularly  notable 


confinement  an 
in  dispensing 


d  other  matters, 

d  to  the  needy  in  winter 


Un 


til  1931  ,  the 


•Union"  party 


ty  (the  "enlightene 


de  liber- 


als' 
tions 


were 


the  majority  l 


the  community  counci 


1.  In  the  elec- 


of  that  year, 


i:?41  of  the  1.301  People  with  voting 


rig 


hts  cast 


367;  Union 

143;  factory-owners 


the  following  ballots 
representative 


the  United  Zionists  list  - 


330;  the  u 


ltra-orthodox 


list 


-    96;    Flizrachi 


56;    the 


Socialists 


un 


(B 

From 

coun 


d)  --  35;  the  Hitachdut 


29;  Agudat.  Yisrael 


1931  to  1939,  the  Zionists  we 


re  in  the  m 


74  votes, 
ajority  and  the 


oil  was 


headed  by  their  representative 


The  con 


flicts 


that  erupted  betwee 


the  Zionists  an 


above-mentioned  elections  wer 


e  settled  in 


the 
1933  and  from  then 


d  the  Union  following 


erated 


B-uicMWj. - — -         .,    .    rival  parties  ^uuH<-^- 

thV'?r"8j:t'  ton   of  r937trndri939,Ponly  one  list  was 


fully.  In  the  elections 


1.  This  list  accorded  pro- 


pr esen 
por 


ted  for  the  community  «"""^  ';»lcal  and  socio-econo- 


tional  representation  to  all  the  p 


ic  streams 


m 
chairman  o 


f  the  Bielsko  c 


ommun 


ity.  Sigmui 


id  Arzt  served  as 


f  the  community  co 


u.icil.  during  these  years- 
in  th,  1930s,  the  community '  s  budget  was  balanced^  In^ 

: ^„=.coH.  rpachina  Juo,oao  i-xuv./  „i.„a 

ity  allocated 


6,  income  increased,  reaching 


193  . 

this  amount  came  from 


direct  taxes.  The  commun 


bstantial  sums  to  welfare  (45 ,000 


Zloty),  education  (34,000 


Zloty)  a 


1  funds  (the  Keren  Kayeme 


th  L ' Israel  and 


Keren 
munity  co 
Zloty  were 


and  the  national   u"u-  vfn  1939   the  income  of  the  com 
Hayesod  --  4  500  Zi0ty    ^J  "^haccordingiy  ,  70,000 


-iio-S^o3::i^e-n^62:000mtOneducationi 


in  terms  of  religious  matters   the  commu 


lied  itself  to  the  renovatio 


ligently;  app 

and  improving  the  commun 

for  burials  and  the  cemeter^we 

Kadisha  burial  society 


1  di- 


n  of  the  synagogues 


ity  slaughter-house 


Responsibility 


re  transferred  from  the  Hevra 


ty  to  the  community  cou 


cil  in  1932.  The 


comm 


unity  es 


tablished  an  emergency 


fund  for  the  very  poor 


d,  as  the  number  of  unemploye 


d  increased  su 


bstantially  from 


1932,  opened  its  own  employment  burea 


In  1933,  a  commun 


al 


kitchen  was  set  up  in 


the  basement  of  the  commun 


ity  building 


at  a  symbolic  price 


ant 


icnen  uaa  o  =  v  >jk  — ■■  -      ,    .   _  -j_iiv/   at  a  svmooiit:  uix^ 
d  it  served  ^00  comple  e  lunche    a^ly.^t^^y       j 


al.  By  1934,  1 ,160  me 


serve 


groszy  per  meal.   r  ^  -   -        Passover")  operation 
d.  The  Kamcha  DePascha     FW«  »i  mat2ot.  as  well  as 


that  year  distributed  1.., 


1.250  kilograms  of  matzot,  as 


tens  of  kilograms  of  fat,  to '  ^Poor.                straits 
Th=  nioUkn  community  was  also  sensitive        


The  Bielsko  community 


of  other  Jewish  comm 


ities  in  Poland.  In  1937,  the  community 


council  initi 
assist  the  victim 


tiated  the  inception  of  a 


Public  Council"  to 


s  of  the  riots  in  Brzesc 


The  Bielsko  corn- 


to  Brzesc.  In  1938,  a 


nity  sent  money,  ^"Jo'llJif^^rSf  ugeeso   ZbonshlnT'  The 
uncil  was  organised  to  help  the  refugees  rRnre. 


council  was  org 


jncil    raise 


d    40,000    Zloty    for    this    purpose    an 


d    sent    repre- 
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to  help  the  refugees 


in  their  camp. 


enftiwes  to  Zbonabin  to  nejp  ...»  -■  -^^  were  brought  to 
o,„  hundred  of  the  Jews  expe n*"         omnin™nt.  accommoda- 


f  eui 


Bielsko,  where  they  receiv/e 


assistance, 


e,  employment,  acc( 


tion  , 


etc . 
The  community  counci 


1  financed  and  superv 


ised  the  public 


schoo 
studie 


1  which  renewed  J 
d  at  this  schoo' 


ts  activities  i 


1923.  About  500  pupils 


for  s 


tudying  Hebrew 


1  in  the  1930s.  The  courses  begun 
"sh  subjects  also  w 


id  other  Jewi 


ded  within  the  framewor 


k  of  the  community  co 


un 


in  1922 

re  inclu- 

cil's  activities 


ouncil  took  the 


first    steps 


in 
towar 


mi 


r?»^!.lR!i.Sr;',sai2JSE"hiS' "-KSi'.T-  ss 


ds  establishing 


tiative  could  not  be  put  in 


to  effect  within  the  short  time 


that  remained  un 


til  the  ou 


tbreak  of  World  War  II 


The  two  elderly  rabbis 


N.  Steiner  and  ultra-orthodox 


Rabbi  flenachem  Mendel  Stern  (who  died  in 

se?ve  and  bring  honour  and  "spec*  

riod  between 


1 92B) ,  continued  to 
t~to  the  community  in  the  pe- 


nts.notSui..rd  £,::  «.bbi  vs«!:»  "•"-Tls!::s? 


jas  succee 


ded 


by  his  son  and  heir, 


Rabbi  Moshe  Shmuel  Stern, 


jho    died    in 


the    Holocaust 


In    the    period    between    the    two    World    Wars,    the    various 


streams  o 

pol 

ganisation  was 


f  Zionism  grew  larger  and  became  more  a 


ctive  in  the 
The  leading  Zionist  or- 


■.=—■-  -• -  ,    ,,.    1  arpnas.   he  leaaiuy  txum-o^  w 

""ST1'  "?■ LI      c  a  »U  GeneraTzionists),  which  in  1936 


ce  its  inception.  "HaShachar"  had 


;i:ss5t:d-K/.s  ?r.;  :s?:.s^rt .  ?  .ni.t  o!0.„i..j;on 


400-500  members 

in  the  community  coui 

tion  strongly  influenc 


icil  and  the  mun 


icipality.  This  orgams; 


"HeHalutz' 


'Ezra 


ed  other  Zionist  organisations ,_ such  as 
11  as  the  "Organisation 


and  "Wizo",  as  we 


of  War  Wounded  an 
and  cultural  an 


..nd'ueterans  of  World  War  I",  charity  societies 
d  sports  institutions.  The  "HaShachar   dub  had 


the  honou 


r  of  hosting  lectures  give 


n  by  Zioni 


st  leaders  from 


Crakow  and  Warsaw,  as  we 


11  as  visitors  from  Palestine.  Even 


during  the  years  when 


Zionist  a 


ctivities  in 


the  rest  of  Poland 


1,  the  "HaShachar"  organisation  mai 


were  minimal, 

level  of  varied  activity  in 

1938  this  organisation  rai 


itained  a  high 


Bielsko.  Thus,  for  example,  in 


sed  a  substantial  sum  (12,000  Zloty) 

id  ih  this  ornanisanuii  ioi  =  su  a     =""<»»•«■■•'•■■  ;*.- 

^r%he^ett?ingthe_Galilee  operation,  in    e  same  yea  .its 


members  so 


Id  1,000  Zionist  Organi 


sation  shekels,  while  the 


other  organisations  i 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  1938  was  no 


Bielsko  distributed  no  more  than  150 


t  a  Zionist  Congress 


election  year 


The    "Haflizrachi"    branch    in 


Bielsko  wa 


s  established  in 


1925.  A  few  years  later, 
Youth")  and  the  "HaShomer 
suit.  The  youth  organisations  o 
nal  training  camps  in  and  aroun 


the  "Ze'irei  HaPlizr 


achi"  ("Hamizrachi 


HaDati"  ("Religious  Guard")  followed 
f  "Haflizrachi"  conducted  commu- 


d  Bielsko.  In  1934,  the 


'HaMiz- 


rachi' 


branches  in  Bielsko 


and  Biala  were  incorporated  into 


one  organisation. 

The  activities  in 


Bielsko  of  a  branch  of  the 


•Poalei 


Zion"  ("Zionist  Workers")  had  already  begun  in  1919.  In  the 

left-wing  Zionist  organisation  was  the 


1920s,  the  leading 
"Hitachdut".  About  200  member 


s  of  this  organisation  partici 


jated  in  a  Clay  1  demonstration 


jointly  organised  by  Polish, 


German  and  Jewish  socialists,  who  carried  banners  in  both 


.14- 


Hebrew  and  Polish. 

In  1930,  a  branch  o 


f  the  Revisionist  Zionists  was  estab- 


lished in 
youth  movement 


Bielsko  and  a  year  later,  a  branch  of  the  Betar 


In  time,  the  "HaShomer  Hatzair 


("Young  Guard")  and,  at 


Halvri"  ("Hebrew  Youth")  - 


fho  cnrt  nf  the  1920s,  the  "HaNoar  Halvri"  r'Heorew  icuin  ,  - 
*K?.Hn!h2nni5  its  name  to  "HaNoar  HaZioni"  ("Zionist  Youth") 


uhich  changed  its  name 


in 
tion  w 


1931  --  evolved  from  the 


■Blue-and-White"  youth  orgamsa- 


hich  had  existed. in  Bielsko  before  World  War  I •The   Ha 


Noar  HaZioni"  was  the  largest  youth  organisation  in 


(it  had  180  members  in 


1933) .  A  cell  of  "Akiva 


wa 


Bielsko 
s  establi- 


shed in  1933  and  competed  with 


HaNoar  HaZioni"  for  influence 


among  the  town's  youth  who  were  part  of  the  overall  category 
,f  the  "General  Zionists".  A  cell  of  the  " -"  --  " 


Gordonia' 


jas  active 


in 


Bielsko  in  the  1930s 


These  youth  organisations  held  commu- 


nal training  camps  in 
the  largest  in  Western 


Bielsko  and  its  environs  that  were  among 
Galicia  and  Silesia. 


In  1936,  the  academic  section  of  "HaShachari*  became  an 


dependent  youth  organisation,  ca 
Zion").  This  organisation  was  one 


in 


lied  "Bnei  Zion"  ("Sons  of 
of  the  most  important  among 


the  Jewish  youth  of  Bielsko  in  terms  of  cultural  activities. 


Results  o 


f  Flections  to  the  Zionist  Congresses 


Number  of  Votes 

1  931 

1933 

1935 

General  Zionists 
HaPlizrachi 

Hitachdut  or  Eretz  Yisrael 

0 vedet 
Revisionist  Zionists 
National  Party 

375 
85 

121 
142 

567 
120 

380 
211 

738 
125 

708 

4 

Of  the  non-Zionist  parties,  there  we 


re  branches  in  Biel- 


sko of  the  "Agudat  Yisrae 


1",  the  "Agudat  Yisrael  Youth"  and 


the  "Daughters  of  Agudat  Yisrael", 


as  well  as  the  "Union  of 


Democratic  Jews"  (the  remnant  of  the  assimilated  who  had  been 


pro 


-German  before 


World  War  I  and  adopted  a  pro-Polish  orier 


tation  in  the  period  of  restored  Poland).  Some  tens  of  workers 
and  academic  youth  belonged  to  the  communist  party  or  were 
among  its  supporters.  In  1939,  Levy  Lipshitz,  a  Bielsko  man, 
as  sentenced  to  15  years  imprisonment  for  communist  activi- 


w 
ties. 


In  terms  of  Jewish  culture  and  education,  the  Jewish  po- 
as  blessed  with  thriving  and  multi-face- 


•classroom  Jewish 


pulation  of  Bielsko  w 

ted  institutions  and  activities.  The  seven 

school  resumed  its  activities  in  1915,  using  at  first  German, 

but  a  few  years  later,  Polish,  as  the  language  of  instruction 

Ten  hours  a  week  were  devo 

boys  and  girls  w 


ted  to  Jewish  studies.  In  1936,  532 


ere  students  at  this  school  and  were  taught 


by  14  teachers.  A  kindergarten 


jith  93  children  was  affilia- 


ted to  the  school.  There  were  550  text  books  in  the  institu- 


te's library 


these  were  lent  out  to  needy  students  --  as 
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well  as  a 
pedagogi 


bout  1,000  books  in  Hebrew, 


Polish  and  German.  The 


c  library  was  also  well-stocked, 


d,  containing  about 


1  000  books.  Teachers  in  the  mun 
tkic  library.  The  needy  among 


icipal  schools  also  made  use 


jf  this 


the  children  if 


the  school 


■  ^~a    ,,;th  pxtra  food  and  win 
ere  provided  witn  extra  i  uuu 


ter  clothing,  gratis, 
set  up  night 


a  i«  3L  -.  "rsi.arTtuSffi1  "=n»"  a.  :^.»« 


;lasses  in  Hebrew  ai 


id  Jewish  studies; 


were  inc 


orporated  under 


the  auspices  of  the 


In 


addition 


as  mentioned,  courses  were  also  held  in 


•Culture"  society, 
affilia- 


tion wi 


th  the  community  council 


in 


the  framework  of  the  "Col- 


lege for  Jewish  Studies 


This  framework  mar 


ked  its  14th  year 


in 


1934.  The  college  conducted  c 


and  Talmud,  as  well  as  in 
The  Jewish  weekly  pu 
tion  was  a  cu 


.lasses  in  the  Bible,  Mishna 
the  history  of  Hebrew  literature. 


blished  by  the  "HaShachar"  organisa 


ltural  institution  in  l 


tself .  From  1 925,  the 


weekly 


as  published  in  German  an 


d  called  the  "Judisches 


Volksblatt' 


It  was  edited  by  Philip 


Turk.  (In  1932,  an  addi- 


tion 


al  Polish  edition,  ca 


lied  "Tygodnik  Zydowski",  was  brought 


ou 


t.)  Fj 


1939,  the  weekly 


Among  its  reg 


jlar  contributors  were 


Polish. 
Rabbi  Dr.  Yehoshua  Thon 


jas  published  entirely  in 


and  Dr.  Y.  Schwartzbart ,  as  well  as  other 


Zionist  leaders.  In 


the  15  years  o 
brought  out 


f  its  continuous  publication,  800  volumes  were 


The  above-mentioned  S.S.  Ha 


lberstam  library  contained 


nore  than  7,000  books  in 


1937,  many  of  them  antique  Hebrew, 


Yiddish-,  Polish  or  German  texts 


In  1935,  the  library  received 


a  rare  collection  of  books,  the  legacy 


jf  Dr.  Michael  Berko- 


jitz  , 


At  the  initiative  of  the  "HaShachar"  organisation,  the 
sh  Theatre  Association"  was  founded  in  1929   The  "Jewish 


"  J  e  w  i 

Association  of  Music' 


jhich  w 


as  active  in  Bielsko  in  the 


1930s,  maintained  a  60-mem 


ber  choir  and  a  chamber  mu 


sic  orch- 


estra, as  well  as  an 


office  for  org 


anising  concerts  of  Jewish 


d  orchestras  from  elsewhere 


choirs  an 

The  branch  of  the  Friends  o 

lem  was  one  of  the  most  active 


in  Poland  and  abroad 


f  the  Hebrew  University  of  Jerusa- 


in  the  entire  regit 


The  cul- 


tural life  of  the  Bielsko  commun 


ity  was  highly  developed  and 


several  internationally  ace 


laimed.  artists  were  born  there:  the 


great  painist,  Arthur 
became  a  Kammersangerir 


who 
in  the  famous  Vienna  Opera;  Hermann 


Schnabel;  opera-singer  Selma  Kurz, 


Frischler,  who  for  a  certain  pe 


riod  of  time  directed  the  popu- 


lar opera' (Volksoper)  in  Vienna;  and  the.  famous  pianist,  Jan 


Smeterlin. 


At  the  beginning  o 


f  the  1930s,  a  community  centre  was 


constructed  in  which  the  majority  of  the  Jewish  educational 
and  cultural  associations  in  Bielsko  could  conduct  their  acti 

ty  centre  was  named  after  Ch.N. 


vities.  In  1939,  this  community 
Bialik. 

The  two  sports  clubs  in  Bielsko 


'Maccabi"  and  "HaKoach1 


continued  their  activities  in  the  period  between  the  two  World 
Wars.  They  were  among  the  largest  Jewish  clubs  in  Poland,  both 
in  terms  of  the  number  and  variety  of  their  sports  sections 
and  in  terms  of  the  hundreds  of  athletes  who  participated  in 
their  events.  In  1928,  "Naccabi"  organised  an  international 
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nastics  meet  in  whic 


gym 

the  "HaKoac 


h"  swimming  team  won 


h  600  athletes  participated.  In  1939 
the  Polish  championship  in 


this  sport.  The  "flacca 


bi"  skiing  and  mountaineering 


section 


built  and  ran 


the  first  Jewish  mountain-no 


stel  in  Europe  o 


n 


thS    "^irrdurlno    the    Austrian    period    the    Jews    of    Bielsko 


Just  as  during 


Austrian  regime  and  to 


""*"•    "    fho(.  lnvaltv  to  the  Austrian  regime  dim  <-u 
_ere  known  for  t^r  1°^^  complete  loyalty  to  the  Po- 
German  culture,  s°na^  .^^ly  in  the  1  930s  when  the  Nazis 
lish  authorities,  particularly  in  tne  Nazism  became 

name  to  oower  in  Germany  and  the  influence  or  ,nfflU. 


came  to  pow 
evident  amo 


in  the  local  German  population 

=       .  .  -J- l.ik.il-nrc 


The  Bielsko  comn 
tributors  to  the  defence  and 


=  »■— ' „  of  4-ho  laroest  contributors  to  me  ueicn^=  »■  — 

arms-JrocurL^nt^undrrstablished  by  the  Polish  .  authorities 

In  Flay,  1  939,  during 


the  first  days 


f  fund-raising,  the  Jews 


lsko  contributed  aroun 


of  Bie 

funds;  they  were  also  one 

tions  to  the 


d  half-a-million  Zloty  to  these 


f  the  first  to  make  large  contribu- 


However, 


Anti-Aircraft  Defence 
the  degree  of  loyalty 


the  Polish  author 


ities  and  nationa 


Fund"  in  1935-1939. 
of  the  Bielsko  Jews  to 
1  interests  did  not  count 


in 


their  favour 


hen  they  faced  the 


anti-Semitic  action 


s  of 


part  of  the  German  a 
hich  followed  each  o 


id  Polish  population  o 


f  Bielsko,  actions 


ther  in  rapid  succession, 


particularly 


Jewish  doctors  were  dismis- 


—  ■--•■   -  -     n-jn^   Tn  1  QTS   three  Jewisn  aaciura  wclc  uj.^...^.- 
^^nahe  fwo^at^he'sicrFund.  because  they  were  Jews 


sed  from  their  wor 
In  June 


1936,  the  Endekis  (members  o 


f  the  Polish  right-wing 
t  the  Jews  and  put  up 


r7'7;  —,  1937,  the  workers  at  Paul 
(a  Jew)  factory  announced  a  strike  because  the  fee- 


party),  distributed  pamphl e t s^agai 

!:S"I;ii;.d"Uo"j;wi:h  ^ -  ■■  -  ^^,, 

tory    tsiupiuy  iiu-uai  ,,*■->»    hniiri    no    were    smashed 

the    windows    of    the      Hehiaiu 

lets  calling  for  the  boyco 

distributed  in 

Preserving  the 

f estos 


1937, 
d  leaf- 


an 


tt  of  Jewish  trade  and  labour  were 


the  public  schools 
Polish  Character  o 


In  1938,  the  "Society  for 
f  Silesia"  distributed  mani- 


a  linst  the  Jews.  The  Society  also  conducted I  ant. 


ew  sh        anda  activities  in  the.  local  "QV-asium 
technical  school.  In  1939,  many  ve^ •    - >° 


and 
teran  Jewish  employees  ir 


German  cultural  an 

missed;  among  them  was  Loewy, 


d  social  institutions 


in  Bielsko  were  dis- 


the  director  o 


f  Bielsko's  German 


theatre. 
Biala 


In  the  period  betweer 


the  two  World  Wars,  mainly  be- 


tween  1925  and  1938,  the  number. o 


f  Jewish  residen 


ts  in  the 


town  doubled  compared  to  their  number_in 
result  of  Jews  coming 


1 921 .  This  was  the 
to  thTtown'from  all  over  Poland,  seek- 
d  by  a  stream  of  Jew- 


}:!:^i""h'%lS'.;,t!:s"S:riSJ::.Di;/a».ri.:in; 


ish  refugees  from  Germany  and, 


Czechoslovakia. 


The  Jewish  economy  in 


Biala  was  damaged  by  World  War  I, 


Many  of  the  m 


ercantile  and  commercial  en 


terprises  and  even 


industries  did  not  resume _ their  ac 


tivities  after  the  war. 


1921  Joint  (JDC)  census 


listed  154  industrial  and  commerci 


al 


enterprises  owne 


d  by  Jews.  Thirty-seven  of  these  provided  em 


ployment  only  for  their  owner,  whereas 
terprises  provided  employment  for 


the  remaining  117  en- 


addition  to  the  owners  and  their 


2,759  salaried  workers,  in 
families.  The  salary-earners 
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d  as  labourer 


s  and  c 


lerks  and  of  these. 


only 


200 


-r_!  IZ'iV  (Sost  of  the  3«.  « 


re  Jews. 
rity  wer 


uie 
no 
jewis 


( 
e  labourers, 

ere  em 


jere  e 


mployed 


as  clerks;  on  a  mi- 


)  The  majority 


fthe  labourers  and  non- 


h  foremen  w 


ployed  in 


a  feu  large, 


Jewish-owne 


d  fac- 


d  Sons'  woo 


1  cloth  factory, 


or 


tones, 


s-h  as  P.  Rabino.i "*-„    in  plants 


lanufacturing 


all  spinning 


.lis,  as  u 


,n  small  s^in"---^     ,.nt.s 
"nBfS.  metalworks  plants 


brickwor 


ks  and  glass-ma 


carp 
ries. 


Clos 


f  Biala  mere  mi 


ddle-class, 


king  facto- 
that  is, 
Bielsko  also 


'  °:.t.h/„i::,-.».»  »-  '.iTST  "!::::5,.«" -  »»»- 


terprise 


erchants,  en   r     •■      clasSf 

_^  o  nnt  neglig1DJ-B  h    „m;nn  i 
f  people  streaming 


uihic 


h  increase 


had  a 


in 


to  the  town  in 


search  of  em- 


ing  number 
ployment 


fugees  from 


Germany  during 


the  fi- 
f  the  re- 


t;Vs  well  as  thjrj   9   '      War  II.  "any  or  *n. 
'    - 4-kq  m  tbreaK  u>  »■      __  ikn  riupr  in  oiex 


lal  ye£ 


s  before 


the  outbre 


sidents  o 


f  Biala  ma 


de  their  living 


across 


the  river  in 


chants  avai 


led  themselves 


of  assi 


st- 


sko.  Some  of  the   x  -      merchants  Union. 
■><■-    i'm."   d  to  the  Jewish  union 


le  the  Biala 


an 


ce  from 


whi 
set  up  joi 


ers  belonge 


tual  assistance 


non8'  *h-„  1Q31);  the  "Association  for  Chi      ,nuislting 


ntly 
institu- 
f  und 
Sup- 


(founded  in 


t  for  the  Poor 


»  societies; 


the 


Sic 


k") 


soci 


ety 


the  "Society 


the  "Bikur  Holim 
ty  for  the  Care 


f  Orphans" , 


Childcare  in 


Poland" , 


the  "Nationa 
affiliated  wi 


1  Jewish  Association  ;or^.;  50  children 


receiv- 


th  "Centoz 


.-  approxi 


food  every  day 


_  and  the 


■Toz' 


hich  was 


(In  1938,  a  clinic 


d  supplementary   J    --jw  —^  car  e .  (n  yf    *  ^  Biala 
ainly  concerned  with  chi     ^  need   5lCk        ri   re«  or- 


was  es 


an 


tablished  to^ 


d  Bielsko  commu 


nities 


)  Th 


i  Association 


for  Childcare 


The  "Kam- 


:-d  a  summer  camper  30-50  children  ev-ryye-r.  ^^ 
9!1  T   '  operation  supported ;  75  Bia     ^  ^^  uas 


;ha  DePascha"  op 


400  peop 


le) 


in 


1933  an 


d  in  subsequent  years, 


,en  higher 


The  commun 


ity  coun 


cil  suppor 


ted  all  these  charity  a 


nd 


»lfare  socie 


ties,  allocating 


funds  from  its  me 


agre  budget 


for  their  ne 


eds  .  In 


1936,  when  the  Jewi 


Sh  population  in 


Biala 


jas  almos 


t  equal,  numeric 


ally, 


community 
for 


ty's  income  was 


the  Bielsko  communi 


88,549  Zloty, 
ty  in  that  year 


to  that  of  Bielsko, 
jhile  the  over 


jas  mo 


re  than 


the  Biala 
all  budget 
300,000 


Zloty. 
whereas 


In  the  same  year, 


the  Bielsko  commu 


nity    r 


•duced    taxes, 


the    Biala    community 


jas  force 


d  to  raise  them 
1  was  in  the  han 


ds  of  the 
3f  the 


as  v.  le  uj.  — ■*—  —         .  .    rnnncil  was  n>  u..~  ■  — 

Control  of  the  community  coun"_   ultra-orJthodox 


the 


,d  "HaMizrac 


'Genera 


1  Zionists"  had  two 


"  Agi 

"enlight 
had  two,  the 

P"!!5^^,  ;;S^LVi-aei«"and  3froro 


dat  Yisrael"  and  "n"'"";"":  the  council,  "HaNizracni 
iQKtened"  had  three  seats  on  the     ^  „Agudat  Yisrael 


t.  In  1939 


the 


Biala  community  coun 


cil  was  corn- 


three  "HaNizra- 


;ii9htened"  rePresentatives,t,nreLnerai 


chi" 
Zionists 


two  from  "Agu 


The  chief  rabbi  of  the  community  a 


,d  the  leader  of  "Ha 


Mizrachi11 
the  community  coun 
Biala.  He  took  ove 
sor , 


in  Galicia,  Dr.  Shmue 


1  Hirschfeld, 


cil  and  on  the 
r  the  rabbinic 


social  and  pi 
al  office  from 


ade  his  mark  on 
jblic  life  of 


his  predeces- 


Dr.  Abraham  Mark,  who  wen 


t  to 


take  office  if 


Czernow 


itz 


.18- 


rn 


1926.  During  his  term 


in  Biala.  the  "Tempel",  the  synagogue 


for  spreading  the  idea 


f  the  "enlightened",  ««     «   "„   atPld  in  1^37.  At  the 


of 


nation 


al  Zionism 


The  building  mas  renov 


initiative 
garten  and  home 


"f^abbi  Hirschfeld,  the  "Yavne"  schoc 


1,  a  kinder- 


for  needy  children, 


as  established. 


The  e 


dynasty  continue 


iSerly  Rabbi  Aharon  Halberstam  of  the  Admo 
ldeny  nau  ultra-orthodox 


d  at  the  head  of  the  ultra-or 


f  his  office  in 


rei  Santz 
community . 
Biala  in 


^celebrated  the  50th  anni.ersarj ,  oi   »  .  '  j^^^  the 
■,ma    Cha  Hipri  dunno  the  Holocaust;.  « *-         ..w__-  ==r-i,ia 


1939  (he  died  during 


s  Jewish  school,  where  secular 


-J-'~  y  —    -  .ho  i  3,d"  relioious  Jewisn  scnuui,  ""'""■  ,7„« 
Teach!!S°IQt"?  'atauoht  'was  established  in  1924.  In  1935 


subjects  were 


this  school  received  s 
»re  studying  there 


tata  rights  and  in 


1 939,  270  students 


s  organisations  repre 


»«—/  —  ■»    u^^n,r-hDQ  nf  the  various  otganisanui^  i.~K-- 
The".W!^f      "   ,   J  of  Zionism  in  Biala.  The  fore- 


senting  the 


different  streams 


mo 


'Zionis 


_as  the  branch  of  the  "Gen 
t^Youth"  organisations  were  repre 


st  of  these  w 


eral  Zionists 


The 


sented    by    the    "Shomer 
d    "HaMizrachi's1* 


"aoniai.     ' ""...,    ».  u,T,i„ni»       "Akiva"    and    "  Hai'iizracni    s 

masi  ^a;^"Si?nh  4; 5s*-  •Bd  ih- zionist  you-h 


Biala  made  their  way  ove 


in 

sation 

vities  and  much  more  c 


r  to  the 


s  in  Bielsko,  where  they  foun 


branches- of  their  organi- 
d  a  great  variety  of  acti- 


fortable  conditions 


(sp 


aciou 


s  club- 


houses 1 


libraries 


amateur  hobby  ci 


rcles,  sports  clubs,  etc.) 


This  was  on 


e.of  the  reasons  for  the  very 


small  influence  the 


Zionist  organisations  had  in  Biala   com 


pared  to  "Agudat  Yis- 


rcffissi-rE.^: «» Hjta-.  =•«•••';•;»::- »" 


ael"  and  "  Hai'iizraum  •  !-*=•■  .  nr.nprai 

"aibutS  ("Culture")  ""dar  tha  au-pxca-  of^th.   Gan.ral 


Zionists"  wer 


B  always  overshadowed  by  the  "Teachers 


the 


Law1 


d  "Yavne"  schools 


There  wa 


s  also  a  branch  of  the  "Bund"  in 


Biala,  but  it 
tivities  they  number- 


had  f»  .Ub«..  at  the  height  of  its  ac  ivi  les  -ey^™- 


Jews  in  Biala  were  arres 
ties. 


ted  on  suspicion  of  commu 


tist  activi- 


tivi 


From  1935-1939,  Biala  wa^the^scene 
ties.  The  authorities  ex"!   ' 


jf  anti-Semitic  ac- 
hibited  impotence  and  more  than 


once  supported  .these  phenomena 
ish  representatives  on  the  mun 
tested  these  dis 
1934,  a  veteran 


ith  their  silence.  Three  Jew 


icipal  counci 


1  (out  of  24)  pre 


but  to  no  av 


ail.  In 


plays  of  anti-Semitism, 

Jewish  doctor  was  dismissed  from  the  Sick 
Fund'because  he  was  a  Jew.  He  committed  suicide  in  protest. 
In  October  1 935  ,  ultra-orthodox  Jews  were  attacked  in 


street  and  beaten.  In  June 


1936,  anti-Semitic  posters  were 


put  up  lr 
gravestones  in 


the  streets  of  the  town.  In  May  of  that  year. 


the  Jewish  cemetery  wer 


e  desecrated.  The  win- 


hed  and  the.  "shamash"  (the 


±..L.h....i:r..:  ::i:.srs:  *: !  i  . =  r  :° ... 


synagogue 
tion  he 
from  the  n 


Id  by  the  "Endekis"  in  September  1936,  in  w 


hich  people 
ied 


earby  towns  participated,  the  demonstrators  carr 


an 


ti-Jewish  plackards  and  chan 


ted  anti-Jewish  slogans. 


fter  the  edict  on  butchering  w 


1937,  only  two  Jews  if 


Biala  were  gran 


as  passed  in  Poland  in 
ted  licences  to  run 


-20- 


■ized  for  forced 


labour.  They  were  P<J 


t  to  work  in 


various 


cks  o 


f  the  Polish  army 


*■»;*.!£!  :°su  r.r:c.h.«cht  „■■«. 


turne 


d  into  a  camp 


On  October  19,  1939,  groups  o 


f  Jews  from 
the  framework  o 


hich  had  beer 

Bielsko-Biala 
f  the  plan  to 


ere  transported  to  Nisko  ^^Tens  of  meters  of  the  c 


WE 

assem 


ommu- 


ble  the  Jews  l 


this  area 


nity  were  se 


ized  and  sen 


t  to  Nisko  at. the  en 


d  of  1939,  too 


Nisko  Plan"  wa 


s  abandoned  in  the  spring  o 


f    1940,    all 


luding    those    from 


uJhen    tne      hj-=^u    ■ ,  ,„h.     i.u    re       inducing    lmuo=    ■  ~— ■ 

the    aeU-«ho    had    been    brought^the^^x^^  Qn.    group    of 


Bielsko-Biala,    were    sen 


re  in  the 


Nisko  region  were  ta- 


fro-  Bielsko-Biala  who  were^xn  ^ ^    ^ 


Jews 

ken  to  the  Sovie 


t  border  and  force 


hich  was  then  ur 


der    Soviet 


"the    border    into    Eastern    Galicia ,    jjn.cn    —  — "^      bt    in 


ru 


eU      of  them  found  refuge  i 

IE.      liu^x  i.u„      Qni/ipt 


,11"  to    the  Nisko  area^returne 


1940  were  expe 
expe 

At  the  end  o 
Joseph  Rotter 
vivors,  there  is 


lied  to  the  Soviet  Union 


Only  a  few  of  those 


d  to  Bielsko-Biala 


f  1939,  the  Judenrat  was 


stablished,  wi 


th 


f  the  sur- 


* ■«    ?-,-i"Lro„ints.risr!-e^.?%i3 


a  strong  impression 


ituation  of  the  commun 


ity  and  was 


f  1940,  Jewish  families  were 
neighbourhoods  of 


zerly  obedie 


it  in  carrying 


During 
/acated  from 


the  first  months  o 


certain 
bledin  a  small  area  n 


their  apartments  l 


ear  the  train 


station. 


f  1940,  this  are 


a  had  become  a 


the  town  and  asse 

By  the  end  of  the  summer  oi r  .  ^u»  ^Jt"  -;""  and  women  to  be 

ghetto.  -In  1941,  the  demand*  ™  eQ.   These  demands  were  passed 

t  to  the  labour  camps  increased,  i  x  Judenrat  in 

ZAho  RlPlsko-Biele  .Judenrat  by  th   L   t 


to  the  Bielsko 


on 
Sosnowiec , 


jhich    wo 


uld    send    representative 
to    the    camps. 


to  the  town  to 


fetch  those  who  «ere   o  go  ™  ,,-     ,       worsened:  there 

'  ""^--  M!l'  '''l  ''""■■'    ■'  operty  expropriations 


In  1942,  the  si 


luls.e  .or;  frequent,  money  1-if '  ^to^nl  labour  c^s.  The 
and  more  heads  of  f-xnes.e  e   en Vtaruation  and  epidemics 


Jews  of  Bie 

members  of  the  Judenra 


lsko-Biala  suffered  from 


f  inan 
horn 


cial  and  me 


t  and  the  branch  of  the  Y.S.S .  provi 
to  the  needy.  They  set  up 


ded 


dical  assistance 


e  for  the  aged,  a  c 


linic  and  a  communa 


1  kitchen  which  dis- 


pense 


d  hundreds  of  hot  -f  s-^iiaia  gnetto.  was  _  destroyed 


On  June  20, 


1942,  the  Biels 


Approxim 


ately  400  people,  mostly 


tly  the  elderly,  the  s 


ick,  and 


tz  and  died  there. 


pproxiiiia^cx/  ---  , r-  -  Auschwitz  ana  aieu  uucj.  =  . 

women  and  children,  were  sent  to  Auscjui  surrounding 

The  rest  were  scattered  among  the  ghetto        ^^  ^^ 
towns  and  feared  the  fat.  of  tha  othe  ^  f  th. 


When  the  war  was  over, 


rs  libe- 


commum 
rated  from 


en  one  <*=■■■. -       c„,  -0i  Union,  surviuuia  j.j." 

ty  who  returned  from   hepSovieot  "J"".^  ^ 


the  camps  and  refugees  from 


in 


Bielsko-Biala,  as  well  es  Jews  rep 


atriated  from  various 


places  i 


the  Soviet  Union 


About  5,050  Jews 


passed  through 


Some  saw  the  town 


piaLco  j-ii  w._ f.     *-ino  i.iar.  some  saw  one  «-  — 

Bielsko-Biala  in  the  year,  after  th.war.^   ^^  ^ 


as  a  way 


-station  on 


their  journey  westwards; 


longer.  A  Jewish  commi 


ttee  was  es 


and 
blic  activist  be- 


tablished  in  the  town 


headed  by  Hugo  B.chn. .  -ho  ^-"shed'varied  activities  in 


fore  the  war.  The  committee  e 
the  fields  of  education 


and  culture: 


t  set  up  a  children  s 


■  21 


1  school  and 


home  w 


sev 


ith  some 


=  nd    "Qrt"  technical  scnuux  =.. 
tens  of  Pupils.    d        ^  operated,  with 


eral  dram 


a  circles, 


A  commun 


the  assitance 
extended  to  eas 
activi 


)f  the  Join 
e  .the  reha 


t  (JDC)  and  materi 
bilitation  process 


il  support  was 
Zionist 


Even 


ties  were  resumed  an 


d  "Ichud"  and  "Gordoma 


communes 


e  where  several 


orgamsec 
inyanim 


were  i»»w— -     „„Qr,  o  svnaaoque  wneie  a  =  vw- 
The  committee  opened  a  SV^^^  fche  Jeu)isn 


n 


comm 


»  he 


ittee  was 


Id  their  prayers 
disbanded  by  the 


In  19' 

Polish  authorities 


activ i 


ties  were  banne 


d.    The    members 


and   Zionist 
of°the'~Zionist    movements 


left   Poland    and    immigra 


ted  to  Israe 


1-Cultural  Association 


of 


Th^  »n=h  .f  th.-e.uc.t^-^^^ . 


the  Jews  in 
Communities 

ttee. 
ties  in 


Poland"  , 


together 


in  Poland", 


replaced  the 


These  two  organisatio 
the  fields  of  cooper 


is  continu 


disbanded  Jewish  commi 
ed  a  variety 


f  activi- 


ation,  education  and  culture 


the  w 

Wes 


aves  of  immigr 


t  reduced  the 


num 


ation  to  Israel  an 
ber  of  Jeus  i 


But 
to  the 


Bie 


d  the  emigratio 
lsko-Biala,  limiting 


their  pub 


lie  activities, 


an 


d  in  1.980,  only  a  stnall  group 


Jews,  who  continu 


e  to  hold  a  s 


ocial  club, 


as  foun 


d  in  the 


town . 


% 


X 


End  of  The  history  of  the  Jews  from 

Bielsko-Biala  / 


